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‌ 

AUDIT‌ ‌COMMITTEE‌‌ ‌  
WEDNESDAY‌ ‌13‌ ‌OCTOBER‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 

AGENDA‌‌ ‌  
‌ 
‌ 

ORDER‌ ‌OF‌ ‌BUSINESS‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

1.‌ Apologies‌ ‌for‌ ‌Absence‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

2.‌ Declarations‌ ‌of‌ ‌Interest‌  ‌-‌ ‌Members‌ ‌to‌ ‌declare‌ ‌as‌ ‌appropriate‌ ‌ 
‌ 

A‌‌Member‌‌with‌‌a‌‌disclosable‌‌pecuniary‌‌interest‌‌or‌‌a‌‌prejudicial‌‌interest‌‌in‌‌a‌‌matter‌‌who‌‌attends‌‌a‌‌                                 
meeting‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌authority‌ ‌at‌ ‌which‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌is‌ ‌considered:‌ ‌ 

● must‌ ‌disclose‌ ‌the‌ ‌interest‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌start‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌or‌ ‌when‌ ‌or‌ ‌when‌ ‌the‌ ‌interest‌‌                               
becomes‌ ‌apparent,‌ ‌and‌ ‌ 

● may‌ ‌not‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌any‌ ‌discussion‌ ‌or‌ ‌vote‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌and‌ ‌must‌‌withdraw‌‌from‌‌the‌‌                               
meeting‌ ‌proceedings‌ ‌in‌ ‌person‌ ‌or‌ ‌virtually.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

A‌‌Member‌‌who‌‌discloses‌‌at‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌a‌‌disclosable‌‌pecuniary‌‌interest‌‌which‌‌is‌‌not‌‌registered‌‌in‌‌                               
the‌ ‌Register‌ ‌of‌ ‌Members‌ ‌Interests‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌subject‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌pending‌ ‌notification‌ ‌must‌ ‌notify‌ ‌the‌‌                             
Monitoring‌ ‌Officer‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌interest‌ ‌within‌ ‌28‌ ‌days‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌disclosure.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Disclosable‌ ‌pecuniary‌ ‌interests,‌ ‌personal‌ ‌interests‌ ‌and‌ ‌prejudicial‌ ‌interests‌ ‌are‌ ‌defined‌ ‌at‌‌                     
paragraphs‌‌8.1‌‌-‌‌15.2‌‌of‌‌Section‌‌2‌‌of‌‌Part‌‌5‌‌of‌‌the‌‌constitution‌‌and‌‌Appendix‌‌A‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Members’‌‌                                     
Code‌ ‌of‌ ‌Conduct.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

3.‌ Minutes‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌previous‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌ 
‌ 

To‌ ‌agree‌ ‌the‌ ‌minutes‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌previous‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌on‌ ‌9‌ ‌June‌ ‌2021.‌ 
‌ 

4.‌ Overall‌ ‌Financial‌ ‌Position‌ ‌-‌ ‌Update‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌a‌ ‌presentation‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌current‌ ‌financial‌ ‌position.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

5.‌        ‌Performance‌ ‌Report‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌an‌ ‌updated‌ ‌set‌ ‌of‌ ‌reports,‌ ‌selected‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌reviewed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Audit‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌‌                                 
regular‌ ‌basis‌ ‌as‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Committee’s‌ ‌overview‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌performance.‌ ‌ 

‌ 



‌ 

6.‌        ‌Code‌ ‌of‌ ‌Corporate‌ ‌Governance‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌a‌ ‌report‌  ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌refreshed‌ ‌Code‌ ‌of‌ ‌Corporate‌ ‌Governance.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

7.‌        ‌Update‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌Housing‌ ‌Revenue‌ ‌Account‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌‌consider‌‌a‌‌presentation‌‌on‌‌the‌‌position‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Housing‌‌Revenue‌‌Account‌‌as‌‌requested‌‌at‌‌the‌‌                               
previous‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Committee.‌ ‌‌(The‌ ‌presentation‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌circulated‌‌to‌‌members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                           
Committee‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.)‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
8.‌        ‌Directorate‌ ‌Risk‌ ‌Register‌ ‌-‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Executive‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
To‌  ‌consider‌ ‌the‌ ‌Chief‌ ‌Executive’s‌ ‌Directorate‌ ‌Risk‌ ‌Register‌ ‌as‌ ‌at‌ ‌October‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
9.‌        ‌Directorate‌ ‌Risk‌ ‌Register‌ ‌-‌ ‌Finance‌ ‌and‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌ 

‌ 
To‌  ‌consider‌ ‌the‌ ‌Finance‌ ‌and‌ ‌Resources‌ ‌Directorate‌ ‌Risk‌ ‌Register‌ ‌as‌ ‌at‌ ‌September‌ ‌2021.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

10.‌‌  ‌    ‌Audit‌ ‌and‌ ‌Anti-Fraud‌ ‌Progress‌ ‌Report‌ ‌to‌ ‌September‌ ‌2021‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌the‌ ‌Audit‌ ‌and‌ ‌Anti-Fraud‌ ‌Progress‌ ‌Report‌ ‌to‌ ‌September‌ ‌2021‌ ‌ 
‌ 

11.‌     ‌Treasury‌ ‌Management‌ ‌Update‌ ‌Report‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌an‌ ‌update‌ ‌report‌ ‌setting‌ ‌out‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌treasury‌ ‌management‌ ‌activities‌‌over‌‌the‌‌                           
previous‌ ‌year‌ ‌and‌ ‌confirming‌ ‌compliance‌ ‌with‌ ‌treasury‌ ‌limits‌ ‌and‌ ‌prudential‌ ‌indicators.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

12.‌     ‌COVID-19‌ ‌Recovery‌ ‌Deep‌ ‌Dive‌ ‌Review‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌‌consider‌‌an‌‌update‌‌report‌‌detailing‌‌progress‌‌in‌‌relation‌‌to‌‌the‌‌COVID-19‌‌Recovery‌‌Deep‌‌Dive‌‌                             
Review.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
13.‌    ‌Audit‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌Work‌ ‌Programme‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

To‌ ‌consider‌ ‌the‌ ‌Audit‌ ‌Committee’s‌ ‌work‌ ‌programme‌ ‌for‌ ‌2021/22.‌ ‌ 



‌ 

‌ 

Public‌ ‌Attendance‌‌ ‌  
The‌‌Town‌‌Hall‌‌is‌‌not‌‌presently‌‌open‌‌to‌‌the‌‌general‌‌public,‌‌and‌‌there‌‌is‌‌limited‌‌capacity‌‌within‌‌the‌‌                                   
meeting‌‌rooms.‌‌However,‌‌the‌‌High‌‌Court‌‌has‌‌ruled‌‌that‌‌where‌‌meetings‌‌are‌‌required‌‌to‌‌be‌‌‘open‌‌                               
to‌‌the‌‌public’‌‌or‌‌‘held‌‌in‌‌public’‌‌then‌‌members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌public‌‌are‌‌entitled‌‌to‌‌have‌‌access‌‌by‌‌way‌‌of‌‌                                       
physical‌‌attendance‌‌at‌‌the‌‌meeting.‌‌The‌‌Council‌‌will‌‌need‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌that‌‌access‌‌by‌‌the‌‌public‌‌is‌‌                                 
in‌ ‌line‌ ‌with‌ ‌any‌‌Covid-19‌‌restrictions‌‌that‌‌may‌‌be‌‌in‌‌force‌‌from‌‌time‌‌to‌‌time‌‌and‌‌also‌‌in‌‌line‌‌with‌‌                                       
public‌ ‌health‌ ‌advice.‌ ‌ 

Those‌‌members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌public‌‌who‌‌wish‌‌to‌‌observe‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌are‌‌still‌‌encouraged‌‌to‌‌make‌‌use‌‌of‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌live-stream‌ ‌facility‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌first‌ ‌instance.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌find‌ ‌the‌ ‌link‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌agenda‌ ‌front‌ ‌sheet.‌‌ ‌  

Members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌who‌ ‌would‌ ‌ordinarily‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌to‌ ‌ask‌ ‌a‌ ‌question,‌ ‌make‌ ‌a‌‌                               
deputation‌‌or‌‌present‌‌a‌‌petition‌‌will‌‌be‌‌able‌‌to‌‌attend‌‌if‌‌they‌‌wish.‌‌They‌‌may‌‌also‌‌let‌‌the‌‌relevant‌‌                                     
committee‌‌support‌‌officer‌‌know‌‌that‌‌they‌‌would‌‌like‌‌the‌‌Chair‌‌of‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌to‌‌ask‌‌the‌‌question,‌‌                                 
make‌ ‌the‌ ‌deputation‌ ‌or‌ ‌present‌ ‌the‌ ‌petition‌ ‌on‌ ‌their‌ ‌behalf‌ ‌(in‌ ‌line‌ ‌with‌ ‌current‌ ‌Constitutional‌‌                             
arrangements).‌ ‌ 

In‌ ‌the‌ ‌case‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Planning‌ ‌Sub-Committee,‌ ‌those‌ ‌wishing‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌representations‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌                           
meeting‌ ‌should‌ ‌attend‌ ‌in‌ ‌person‌ ‌where‌ ‌possible.‌ ‌ 

Regardless‌ ‌of‌ ‌why‌ ‌a‌ ‌member‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌wishes‌ ‌to‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌‌meeting,‌‌they‌‌will‌‌need‌‌to‌‌                                 
advise‌‌the‌‌relevant‌‌committee‌‌support‌‌officer‌‌of‌‌their‌‌intention‌‌in‌‌advance‌‌of‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌                           
date.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌find‌ ‌contact‌ ‌details‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌committee‌ ‌support‌ ‌officer‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌agenda‌‌front‌‌                             
page.‌ ‌This‌ ‌is‌ ‌to‌ ‌support‌ ‌track‌ ‌and‌ ‌trace.‌ ‌The‌ ‌committee‌ ‌support‌ ‌officer‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌confirm‌‌                                 
whether‌ ‌the‌ ‌proposed‌ ‌attendance‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌accommodated‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌room‌ ‌capacities‌‌that‌‌exist‌‌to‌‌                           
ensure‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌is‌ ‌covid-secure.‌ ‌ 

As‌‌there‌‌will‌‌be‌‌a‌‌maximum‌‌capacity‌‌in‌‌each‌‌meeting‌‌room,‌‌priority‌‌will‌‌be‌‌given‌‌to‌‌those‌‌                                 
who‌ ‌are‌ ‌attending‌ ‌to‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌rather‌ ‌than‌ ‌observe.‌ ‌ 



‌ 

Members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌who‌ ‌are‌ ‌attending‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌‌specific‌‌purpose,‌‌rather‌‌than‌‌general‌‌                               
observation,‌ ‌are‌ ‌encouraged‌ ‌to‌ ‌leave‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌end‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌item‌ ‌for‌ ‌which‌ ‌they‌ ‌are‌‌                                 
present.‌‌This‌‌is‌‌particularly‌‌important‌‌in‌‌the‌‌case‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Planning‌‌Sub-Committee,‌‌as‌‌it‌‌may‌‌have‌‌                               
a‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌items‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌agenda‌ ‌involving‌ ‌public‌ ‌representation.‌ ‌ 

Before‌ ‌attending‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌ 
The‌‌public,‌‌staff‌‌and‌‌councillors‌‌are‌‌asked‌‌to‌‌review‌‌the‌‌information‌‌below‌‌as‌‌this‌‌is‌‌important‌‌in‌‌                                 
minimising‌ ‌the‌ ‌risk‌ ‌for‌ ‌everyone.‌ ‌ 

If‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌experiencing‌‌‌covid‌‌symptoms‌,‌‌you‌‌should‌‌follow‌‌government‌‌guidance.‌‌Under‌‌                       
no‌ ‌circumstances‌ ‌should‌ ‌you‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌experiencing‌ ‌covid‌ ‌symptoms.‌ ‌ 

Anyone‌ ‌experiencing‌ ‌symptoms‌ ‌of‌ ‌Coronavirus‌‌is‌‌eligible‌‌to‌‌book‌‌a‌‌swab‌‌test‌‌to‌‌find‌‌out‌‌if‌‌they‌‌                                 
have‌ ‌the‌ ‌virus.‌ ‌You‌ ‌can‌ ‌register‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌test‌ ‌after‌ ‌checking‌ ‌your‌ ‌symptoms‌ ‌‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌NHS‌‌                               
website‌.‌ ‌If‌ ‌you‌‌do‌‌not‌‌have‌‌access‌‌to‌‌the‌‌internet,‌‌or‌‌have‌‌difficulty‌‌with‌‌the‌‌digital‌‌portals,‌‌you‌‌                                   
are‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌call‌ ‌the‌ ‌119‌ ‌service‌ ‌to‌ ‌book‌ ‌a‌ ‌test.‌ ‌ 

If‌‌you’re‌‌an‌‌essential‌‌worker‌‌and‌‌you‌‌are‌‌experiencing‌‌Coronavirus‌‌symptoms,‌‌you‌‌can‌‌apply‌‌for‌‌                             
priority‌‌testing‌‌through‌‌GOV.UK‌‌by‌‌following‌‌the‌‌‌guidance‌‌for‌‌essential‌‌workers‌.‌‌You‌‌can‌‌also‌‌get‌‌                             
tested‌ ‌through‌ ‌this‌ ‌route‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌symptoms‌ ‌of‌ ‌coronavirus‌ ‌and‌ ‌live‌ ‌with‌ ‌an‌ ‌essential‌ ‌worker.‌ ‌ 

Availability‌‌of‌‌home‌‌testing‌‌in‌‌the‌‌case‌‌of‌‌people‌‌with‌‌symptoms‌‌is‌‌limited,‌‌so‌‌please‌‌use‌‌testing‌‌                                 
centres‌ ‌where‌ ‌you‌ ‌can.‌‌ ‌  

Even‌ ‌if‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌not‌ ‌experiencing‌ ‌‌covid‌ ‌symptoms‌,‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌requested‌ ‌to‌ ‌take‌ ‌an‌‌                           
asymptomatic‌ ‌test‌ ‌(lateral‌ ‌flow‌ ‌test)‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌24‌ ‌hours‌ ‌before‌ ‌attending‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌.‌‌ ‌  

You‌‌can‌‌do‌‌so‌‌by‌‌visiting‌‌any‌‌lateral‌‌flow‌‌test‌‌centre;‌‌details‌‌of‌‌the‌‌rapid‌‌testing‌‌sites‌‌in‌‌Hackney‌‌                                     
can‌‌be‌‌found‌here‌.‌‌Alternatively,‌‌you‌‌can‌‌obtain‌‌home‌‌testing‌‌kits‌‌from‌‌pharmacies‌‌or‌‌order‌‌them‌‌                               
here‌.‌‌ ‌  

You‌ ‌must‌ ‌not‌ ‌attend‌ ‌a‌ ‌lateral‌ ‌flow‌ ‌test‌ ‌site‌‌if‌‌you‌‌have‌‌Coronavirus‌‌symptoms;‌‌rather‌‌you‌‌must‌‌                                 
book‌ ‌a‌ ‌test‌ ‌appointment‌ ‌at‌ ‌your‌ ‌nearest‌ ‌walk-through‌ ‌or‌ ‌drive-through‌ ‌centre.‌‌ ‌  

Lateral‌‌flow‌‌tests‌‌take‌‌around‌‌30‌‌minutes‌‌to‌‌deliver‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌so‌‌please‌‌factor‌‌the‌‌time‌‌it‌‌will‌‌take‌‌                                     
to‌ ‌administer‌ ‌the‌ ‌test‌ ‌and‌ ‌then‌ ‌wait‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌result‌ ‌when‌ ‌deciding‌ ‌when‌ ‌to‌ ‌take‌ ‌the‌ ‌test.‌‌ ‌  

If‌ ‌your‌ ‌lateral‌ ‌flow‌ ‌test‌ ‌returns‌ ‌a‌ ‌positive‌ ‌result‌ ‌then‌ ‌you‌ ‌‌must‌ ‌follow‌ ‌Government‌ ‌guidance;‌‌                             
self-isolate‌ ‌and‌ ‌make‌ ‌arrangements‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌‌PCR‌‌test.‌‌Under‌‌no‌‌circumstances‌‌should‌‌you‌‌attend‌‌                           
the‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌ ‌   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-for-coronavirus/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested#self-referral
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://hackney.gov.uk/coronavirus-support/#rapid
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


‌ 

Attending‌ ‌the‌ ‌Town‌ ‌Hall‌ ‌for‌ ‌meetings‌ ‌ 
To‌‌make‌‌our‌‌buildings‌‌Covid-safe,‌‌it‌‌is‌‌very‌‌important‌‌that‌‌you‌‌observe‌‌the‌‌rules‌‌and‌‌guidance‌‌on‌‌                                 
social‌ ‌distancing,‌ ‌one-way‌ ‌systems,‌ ‌hand‌ ‌washing,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌wearing‌ ‌of‌ ‌masks‌ ‌(unless‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌‌                           
exempt‌ ‌from‌ ‌doing‌ ‌so).‌ ‌You‌ ‌must‌ ‌follow‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌signage‌ ‌and‌ ‌measures‌ ‌that‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌put‌ ‌in‌‌                                 
place.‌ ‌They‌ ‌are‌ ‌there‌ ‌to‌ ‌keep‌ ‌you‌ ‌and‌ ‌others‌ ‌safe.‌ ‌ 

To‌ ‌minimise‌ ‌risk,‌ ‌we‌ ‌ask‌ ‌that‌ ‌Councillors‌ ‌arrive‌ ‌fifteen‌ ‌minutes‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌starts‌ ‌and‌‌                             
leave‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌room‌ ‌immediately‌‌after‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌has‌‌concluded.‌‌The‌‌public‌‌will‌‌be‌‌invited‌‌                             
into‌ ‌the‌ ‌room‌ ‌five‌ ‌minutes‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌starts.‌ ‌ 

Members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌to‌ ‌enter‌ ‌the‌‌building‌‌via‌‌the‌‌front‌‌entrance‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Town‌‌                                   
Hall‌‌no‌‌earlier‌‌than‌‌ten‌‌minutes‌‌before‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌is‌‌scheduled‌‌to‌‌start.‌‌They‌‌will‌‌be‌‌required‌‌to‌‌                                   
sign‌‌in‌‌and‌‌have‌‌their‌‌temperature‌‌checked‌‌as‌‌they‌‌enter‌‌the‌‌building.‌‌Security‌‌will‌‌direct‌‌them‌‌to‌‌                                 
the‌ ‌Chamber‌ ‌or‌ ‌Committee‌ ‌Room‌ ‌as‌ ‌appropriate.‌ ‌ 

Seats‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌allocated,‌ ‌and‌ ‌people‌ ‌must‌ ‌remain‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌seat‌ ‌that‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌ ‌allocated‌ ‌to‌ ‌them.‌ ‌ 

Refreshments‌ ‌will‌ ‌not‌ ‌be‌ ‌provided,‌ ‌so‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌recommended‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌bring‌ ‌a‌ ‌bottle‌ ‌of‌ ‌water‌ ‌with‌ ‌you.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

RIGHTS‌ ‌OF‌ ‌PRESS‌ ‌AND‌ ‌PUBLIC‌ ‌TO‌ ‌REPORT‌ ‌ON‌‌               
MEETINGS‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

Where‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Council‌‌and‌‌its‌‌committees‌‌are‌‌open‌‌to‌‌the‌‌public,‌‌the‌‌press‌‌and‌ ‌public‌‌                                   
are‌‌welcome‌‌to‌‌report‌‌on‌‌meetings‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Council‌‌and‌‌its‌‌committees,‌‌through‌‌any‌ ‌audio,‌‌visual‌‌                               
or‌ ‌written‌ ‌methods‌ ‌and‌ ‌may‌ ‌use‌ ‌digital‌ ‌and‌ ‌social‌ ‌media‌ ‌providing‌ ‌they‌ ‌do‌ ‌not‌ ‌disturb‌ ‌the‌‌                               
conduct‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌and‌ ‌providing‌ ‌that‌‌the‌‌person‌‌reporting‌‌or‌ ‌providing‌‌the‌‌commentary‌‌is‌‌                             
present‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Those‌ ‌wishing‌ ‌to‌ ‌film,‌ ‌photograph‌ ‌or‌ ‌audio‌ ‌record‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌are‌ ‌asked‌ ‌to‌‌notify‌‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌‌                               
Monitoring‌‌Officer‌‌by‌‌noon‌‌on‌‌the‌‌day‌‌of‌‌the‌‌meeting,‌‌if‌‌possible,‌‌or‌‌any‌‌time‌ ‌prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌start‌‌of‌‌                                       
the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌or‌ ‌notify‌ ‌the‌ ‌Chair‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌start‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

The‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌Officer,‌ ‌or‌ ‌the‌ ‌Chair‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting,‌ ‌may‌ ‌designate‌ ‌a‌ ‌set‌ ‌area‌ ‌from‌ ‌which‌ ‌all‌‌                                 
recording‌ ‌must‌ ‌take‌ ‌place‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

The‌ ‌Council‌ ‌will‌ ‌endeavour‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌reasonable‌ ‌space‌ ‌and‌ ‌seating‌ ‌to‌‌view,‌‌hear‌‌and‌ ‌record‌‌                             
the‌‌meeting.‌‌If‌‌those‌‌intending‌‌to‌‌record‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌require‌‌any‌‌other‌‌reasonable‌ ‌facilities,‌‌notice‌‌                             



‌ 

should‌ ‌be‌‌given‌‌to‌‌the‌‌Monitoring‌‌Officer‌‌in‌‌advance‌‌of‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌and‌ ‌will‌‌only‌‌be‌‌provided‌‌if‌‌                                   
practicable‌ ‌to‌ ‌do‌ ‌so.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

The‌ ‌Chair‌ ‌shall‌ ‌have‌ ‌discretion‌ ‌to‌ ‌regulate‌ ‌the‌ ‌behaviour‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌those‌ ‌present‌ ‌recording‌ ‌a‌‌                             
meeting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌interests‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌efficient‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌Anyone‌ ‌acting‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌disruptive‌‌                               
manner‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌required‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Chair‌ ‌to‌ ‌cease‌ ‌recording‌ ‌or‌ ‌may‌ ‌be‌ ‌excluded‌  ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Disruptive‌ ‌behaviour‌ ‌may‌ ‌include:‌ ‌moving‌ ‌from‌ ‌any‌ ‌designated‌ ‌recording‌ ‌area;‌ ‌causing‌‌                     
excessive‌‌noise;‌‌intrusive‌‌lighting;‌‌interrupting‌‌the‌‌meeting;‌‌or‌ ‌filming‌‌members‌‌of‌‌the‌‌public‌‌who‌‌                           
have‌ ‌asked‌ ‌not‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌filmed.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

All‌ ‌those‌ ‌visually‌ ‌recording‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌are‌ ‌requested‌ ‌to‌ ‌only‌ ‌focus‌ ‌on‌ ‌recording‌ ‌councillors,‌‌                           
officers‌‌and‌‌the‌‌public‌‌who‌‌are‌‌directly‌‌involved‌‌in‌‌the‌‌conduct‌‌of‌‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌‌The‌‌Chair‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   
meeting‌ ‌will‌ ‌ask‌ ‌any‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌present‌ ‌if‌ ‌they‌ ‌have‌ ‌objections‌ ‌to‌ ‌being‌ ‌visually‌‌                               
recorded.‌ ‌Those‌ ‌visually‌ ‌recording‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌are‌ ‌asked‌‌to‌‌respect‌‌the‌‌wishes‌‌of‌‌those‌‌who‌‌do‌‌                               
not‌ ‌wish‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌filmed‌ ‌or‌‌photographed.‌ ‌Failure‌‌by‌‌someone‌‌recording‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌to‌‌respect‌‌the‌‌                               
wishes‌ ‌of‌ ‌those‌ ‌who‌ ‌do‌ ‌not‌ ‌wish‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌filmed‌ ‌and‌ ‌photographed‌ ‌may‌ ‌result‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌Chair‌‌                                 
instructing‌ ‌them‌ ‌to‌ ‌cease‌  ‌recording‌ ‌or‌ ‌in‌ ‌their‌ ‌exclusion‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

If‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌passes‌ ‌a‌ ‌motion‌ ‌to‌ ‌exclude‌ ‌the‌ ‌press‌ ‌and‌ ‌public‌ ‌then‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌consider‌ ‌                                 
confidential‌‌or‌‌exempt‌‌information,‌‌all‌‌recording‌‌must‌‌cease‌‌and‌‌all‌‌recording‌‌equipment‌ ‌must‌‌be‌‌                           
removed‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌The‌ ‌press‌ ‌and‌ ‌public‌ ‌are‌ ‌not‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌to‌ ‌use‌ ‌any‌ ‌means‌ ‌which‌‌                               
might‌‌enable‌‌them‌‌to‌‌see‌‌or‌‌hear‌‌the‌‌proceedings‌‌whilst‌‌they‌‌are‌‌excluded‌ ‌from‌‌a‌‌meeting‌‌and‌‌                                 
confidential‌ ‌or‌ ‌exempt‌ ‌information‌ ‌is‌ ‌under‌ ‌consideration.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Providing‌ ‌oral‌ ‌commentary‌ ‌during‌ ‌a‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌permitted.‌ ‌ 
‌ ‌   



‌ 

ADVICE‌ ‌TO‌ ‌MEMBERS‌ ‌ON‌ ‌DECLARING‌ ‌INTERESTS‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Hackney‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌Code‌ ‌of‌ ‌Conduct‌ ‌applies‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌Members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Mayor‌ ‌and‌‌                             
co-opted‌ ‌Members.‌‌ ‌  
‌ ‌  

This‌‌note‌‌is‌‌intended‌‌to‌‌provide‌‌general‌‌guidance‌‌for‌‌Members‌‌on‌‌declaring‌‌interests.‌ ‌However,‌‌                           
you‌‌may‌‌need‌‌to‌‌obtain‌‌specific‌‌advice‌‌on‌‌whether‌‌you‌‌have‌‌an‌‌interest‌‌in‌‌a‌ ‌particular‌‌matter.‌‌If‌‌                                   
you‌ ‌need‌ ‌advice,‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌ ‌contact:‌‌  
‌ 

●‌ ‌Director‌ ‌of‌ ‌Legal‌ ‌and‌ ‌Governance‌ ‌Services‌‌ ‌  
●‌ ‌the‌ ‌Legal‌ ‌Adviser‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌committee;‌ ‌or‌‌ ‌  
●‌ ‌Governance‌ ‌Services.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

If‌‌at‌‌all‌‌possible,‌‌you‌‌should‌‌try‌‌to‌‌identify‌‌any‌‌potential‌‌interest‌‌you‌‌may‌‌have‌‌before‌‌the‌ ‌meeting‌‌                                   
so‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌person‌ ‌you‌ ‌ask‌ ‌for‌ ‌advice‌ ‌can‌ ‌fully‌ ‌consider‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌‌circumstances‌ ‌before‌‌                                 
reaching‌ ‌a‌ ‌conclusion‌ ‌on‌ ‌what‌ ‌action‌ ‌you‌ ‌should‌ ‌take.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

You‌ ‌will‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌disclosable‌ ‌pecuniary‌ ‌interest‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌matter‌ ‌if‌ ‌it:‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

i.‌ ‌relates‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌interest‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌already‌ ‌registered‌ ‌in‌ ‌Parts‌ ‌A‌ ‌and‌ ‌C‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌Register‌ ‌of‌ ‌                                     
Pecuniary‌‌Interests‌‌of‌‌you‌‌or‌‌your‌‌spouse/civil‌‌partner,‌‌or‌‌anyone‌‌living‌‌with‌‌you‌‌as‌‌if‌‌they‌ ‌were‌‌                                 
your‌ ‌spouse/civil‌ ‌partner;‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

ii.‌ ‌relates‌ ‌to‌‌an‌‌interest‌‌that‌‌should‌‌be‌‌registered‌‌in‌‌Parts‌‌A‌‌and‌‌C‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Register‌‌of‌ ‌Pecuniary‌‌                                     
Interests‌‌of‌‌your‌‌spouse/civil‌‌partner,‌‌or‌‌anyone‌‌living‌‌with‌‌you‌‌as‌‌if‌‌they‌‌were‌ ‌your‌‌spouse/civil‌‌                               
partner,‌ ‌but‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌not‌ ‌yet‌ ‌done‌ ‌so;‌ ‌or‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

iii.‌‌affects‌‌your‌‌well-being‌‌or‌‌financial‌‌position‌‌or‌‌that‌‌of‌‌your‌‌spouse/civil‌‌partner,‌‌or‌‌anyone‌ ‌living‌‌                               
with‌ ‌you‌ ‌as‌ ‌if‌ ‌they‌ ‌were‌ ‌your‌ ‌spouse/civil‌ ‌partner.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

If‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌disclosable‌ ‌pecuniary‌ ‌interest‌ ‌in‌ ‌an‌ ‌item‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌  ‌agenda‌ ‌you‌ ‌must:‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

i.‌ ‌Declare‌ ‌the‌ ‌existence‌ ‌and‌ ‌nature‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌interest‌ ‌(in‌ ‌relation‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌relevant‌ ‌agenda‌ ‌item)‌ ‌as‌‌                                 
soon‌ ‌as‌ ‌it‌ ‌becomes‌ ‌apparent‌ ‌to‌ ‌you‌ ‌(subject‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌rules‌ ‌regarding‌ ‌sensitive‌ ‌interests).‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

ii.‌‌You‌‌must‌‌leave‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌when‌‌the‌‌item‌‌in‌‌which‌‌you‌‌have‌‌an‌‌interest‌‌is‌‌being‌ ‌discussed.‌‌                                   
You‌‌cannot‌‌stay‌‌in‌‌the‌‌meeting‌‌whilst‌‌discussion‌‌of‌‌the‌‌item‌‌takes‌‌place‌‌and‌ ‌you‌‌cannot‌‌vote‌‌on‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌matter.‌ ‌In‌ ‌addition,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌not‌ ‌seek‌ ‌to‌ ‌improperly‌ ‌influence‌ ‌the‌  ‌decision.‌‌ ‌  



‌ 

iii.‌ ‌If‌ ‌you‌ ‌have,‌ ‌however,‌ ‌obtained‌ ‌dispensation‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Monitoring‌ ‌Officer‌ ‌or‌ ‌Standards‌ ‌                         
Committee‌ ‌you‌ ‌may‌ ‌remain‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌and‌ ‌participate‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting.‌ ‌If‌ ‌dispensation‌ ‌has‌‌                             
been‌ ‌granted‌ ‌it‌ ‌will‌ ‌stipulate‌ ‌the‌ ‌extent‌ ‌of‌ ‌your‌ ‌involvement,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌whether‌ ‌you‌ ‌can‌‌ ‌  
only‌ ‌be‌ ‌present‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌ ‌representations,‌ ‌provide‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌or‌ ‌whether‌ ‌you‌ ‌are‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌fully‌‌                             
participate‌ ‌and‌ ‌vote‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌in‌ ‌which‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌a‌ ‌pecuniary‌ ‌interest.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Do‌‌you‌‌have‌‌any‌‌other‌‌non-pecuniary‌‌interest‌‌on‌‌any‌‌matter‌‌on‌ ‌the‌‌agenda‌‌which‌‌is‌‌being‌‌                               
considered‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting?‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

You‌ ‌will‌ ‌have‌ ‌‘other‌ ‌non-pecuniary‌ ‌interest’‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌matter‌ ‌if:‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

i.‌ ‌It‌ ‌relates‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌external‌ ‌body‌ ‌that‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌appointed‌ ‌to‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌Member‌ ‌or‌ ‌in‌ ‌another‌ ‌                                     
capacity;‌ ‌or‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

ii.‌ ‌It‌ ‌relates‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌organisation‌ ‌or‌ ‌individual‌ ‌which‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌actively‌ ‌engaged‌ ‌in‌ ‌supporting.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

If‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌other‌ ‌non-pecuniary‌ ‌interest‌ ‌in‌ ‌an‌ ‌item‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌  ‌agenda‌ ‌you‌ ‌must:‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

i.‌ ‌Declare‌ ‌the‌ ‌existence‌ ‌and‌ ‌nature‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌interest‌ ‌(in‌ ‌relation‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌relevant‌ ‌agenda‌ ‌item)‌ ‌as‌‌                                 
soon‌ ‌as‌ ‌it‌ ‌becomes‌ ‌apparent‌ ‌to‌ ‌you.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

ii.‌‌You‌‌may‌‌remain‌‌in‌‌the‌‌meeting,‌‌participate‌‌in‌‌any‌‌discussion‌‌or‌‌vote‌‌provided‌‌that‌ ‌contractual,‌‌                               
financial,‌‌consent,‌‌permission‌‌or‌‌licence‌‌matters‌‌are‌‌not‌‌under‌‌consideration‌ ‌relating‌‌to‌‌the‌‌item‌‌                           
in‌ ‌which‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌an‌ ‌interest.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

iii.‌‌If‌‌you‌‌have‌‌an‌‌interest‌‌in‌‌a‌‌contractual,‌‌financial,‌‌consent,‌‌permission‌‌or‌‌licence‌‌matter‌ ‌under‌‌                               
consideration,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌leave‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌unless‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌obtained‌ ‌a‌ ‌dispensation‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌‌                           
Monitoring‌‌Officer‌‌or‌‌Standards‌‌Committee.‌‌You‌‌cannot‌‌stay‌‌in‌‌the‌ ‌meeting‌‌whilst‌‌discussion‌‌of‌‌                           
the‌ ‌item‌ ‌takes‌ ‌place‌ ‌and‌ ‌you‌ ‌cannot‌ ‌vote‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter.‌ ‌In‌ ‌addition,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌not‌ ‌seek‌ ‌to‌‌                                   
improperly‌ ‌influence‌ ‌the‌ ‌decision.‌ ‌Where‌ ‌members‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌public‌ ‌are‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌to‌ ‌make‌‌                         
representations,‌ ‌or‌ ‌to‌ ‌give‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌or‌ ‌answer‌ ‌questions‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌you‌ ‌may,‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌‌                             
permission‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌meeting,‌ ‌speak‌ ‌on‌ ‌a‌ ‌matter‌‌then‌ ‌leave‌‌the‌‌meeting.‌‌Once‌‌you‌‌have‌‌finished‌‌                               
making‌ ‌your‌ ‌representation,‌ ‌you‌ ‌must‌ ‌leave‌  ‌the‌ ‌meeting‌ ‌whilst‌ ‌the‌ ‌matter‌ ‌is‌ ‌being‌ ‌discussed.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 

iv.‌ ‌If‌ ‌you‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌granted‌ ‌dispensation,‌ ‌in‌ ‌accordance‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌Council’s‌ ‌dispensation‌                         
procedure‌ ‌you‌ ‌may‌ ‌remain‌‌in‌‌the‌‌meeting.‌‌If‌‌dispensation‌‌has‌‌been‌‌granted‌‌it‌‌will‌ ‌stipulate‌‌the‌‌                               
extent‌ ‌of‌ ‌your‌ ‌involvement,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌whether‌‌you‌‌can‌‌only‌‌be‌‌present‌‌to‌‌make‌ ‌representations,‌‌                             
provide‌‌evidence‌‌or‌‌whether‌‌you‌‌are‌‌able‌‌to‌‌fully‌‌participate‌‌and‌‌vote‌‌on‌ ‌the‌‌matter‌‌in‌‌which‌‌you‌‌                                   
have‌ ‌a‌ ‌non‌ ‌pecuniary‌ ‌interest.‌ ‌ ‌   
‌ 



‌ 

Further‌ ‌Information‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Advice‌‌can‌‌be‌‌obtained‌‌from‌‌Dawn‌‌Carter-McDonald,‌‌Director‌‌for‌‌Legal‌‌&‌‌Governance‌ ‌Services‌‌                         
via‌ ‌email‌ ‌‌dawn.carter-mcdonald@hackney.gov.uk‌‌ ‌  

mailto:dawn.carter-mcdonald@hackney.gov.uk

